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LANGUAGES OF AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINALS
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Transitive clauses are distinguished from intransitive by the class of verbs found
in the Predicate slot and by the obligatory absence of the Object slot in Intran-
sitive clauses.

Equational clauses may contain Item and Comment slots with the equator suffixed
to the first nuclear slot.

There would appear to be no rigid ordering of slots and occasionally the informant
will give several different orders of the same utterance with no apparent change
of meaning. Subject and Object slots show more rigid ordering than lateral slots
and in most cases only carry slot suffixes to avoid ambiguity or show emphasis.
Lateral slots are seldom found without slot suffixes.

4. PREDICATE-TYPE CLAUSES
4.1 Transitive and Intransitive Imperative

The verb in the imperative clause consists of a stem only and the Predicate is the
one obligatory slot although the most common examples were those consisting of
two slots. Worthy of note is the fact that, in the examples recorded, Subject and
Object slots are in mutual exclusion. No time slot has been reco: 3
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If a Subject slot is present it follows the Interrogative slot, which in turn may be
Indirect Object slot. Next is the obligatory Predicate.

followed by the Object or : ]
The Object slot has also been found following the Predicate mutually exclusive

with Location.

The minimum number O
Negative Interrogative was recorded.

¢ clause slots found was two, the maximum four. No

Transitive Interrogative clause = + Int. * St 1O 4+ P =+

Intransitive Interrogative clause = SE RS L P L

Interrogative slot may be filled by interrogative pronoun Or interrogative adverbs

of location, manner or reason.

Subject slot may be filled by pronoun, noun or noun phrase.
Object slot may be filled by noun, noun phrase or proper noun.
Indirect object slot filled by pronoun.

Location slot filled by locative.

Predicate slot filled by verb.
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4.3 Transitive and Intransitive Indicative
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5. EQUATIONAL TYPE CLAUSES

In the equational clause, the suffix -7aFa acts as an equator being suffixed to either

the item or the comment slots depending upon whichever occurs first. Elsewhere
an auxiliary verb or the verb “to be”.

_ya4Fa appears to function as a declarative,
5.1 Equational Interrogative

A{l.item slot filled by an interrogative pronoun, adjective or adverb occurs in clause
initial position. It is the only obligatory slot and may be followed by a comment
and location slot. No examples were found to contain a negative. :

Equational Interrogative = + It. = C *

Item may be filled by an interrogative pronoun, adjecti\ii" |
Comment may be filled by noun, noun phrase, proper
Location may be filled by proper noun. £
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